[The importance of laryngological and phoniatric evaluation at the early stage of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis].
The bulbar symptoms of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) include difficulty with the management of swallowing, saliva production, aspiration of secretion to the air ways and problems with spoken communication. These symptoms originate from the malfunction of the face muscles and pharynx sphincters. Patients with early symptoms of bulbar ALS are often referred to the otolaryngologist for the evaluation and management of dysphagia and dysarthria. The bulbar onset of ALS with hypernasality, articulation defects and voice harshness make the otolaryngologists the primary diagnostician for these signs. Careful examination of the speech quality and morphology as well as the function of vocal cords should be undertaken. Once the diagnosis of ALS is made, the otolaryngologist's involvement in medical treatment is necessary at different stages of the disease.